
 

 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Hilltown, PA 

September 2022 
 

 

 

     The safety of our worshipers is our primary concern. 

     Although masks are not required, the use of masks during 

Services is up to the attendee. 

     In addition to “in-person” worship, Services are viewable live 
each Sunday morning on St. Peter’s Facebook page and on St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church, Hilltown, PA YouTube page after the 
Service. 

 
 

 
 
 

“How can I come back to church?” People have asked me this question many times over the 

course of my ministry. The reasons why people drift away from church are many and varied: work 

schedules, weekend travel, struggles in one’s personal life, health problems, conflict, finding that 

one has gotten out of the habit, lack of motivation, and so on. Add to these reasons a two-year 

pandemic which, by itself, has sufficiently disrupted our lives as much as it has disrupted the life 

of the church. The bottom line is that, after being away from church for so long, people often feel 

awkward about coming back. And so, they ask the inevitable question: “How can I come back to 

church?” 

 

I can’t think of any better answer to that question than “just come!” God has not stopped loving 

you for one moment and is eagerly waiting to welcome you back. Make a fresh start. Put 

whatever was keeping you away behind you. Come one Sunday and then the next one will be 

easier. By saying hello to an old friend, you will soon be surrounded by many. And don’t worry. 

The world won’t be looking at you. Those, who you meet on your return, will be glad to see you. 

 

As the pandemic wanes, people at St. Peter’s are feeling a renewed burst of energy. The Concert 

on the Hill in July was just the beginning. With September comes our last outdoor worship service 

of the season and the return of Sunday school. October brings a whole new approach to the 

Blessing of Animals. We invite you to join our excitement and our growing sense of renewal. I, for 

one, will be glad to see you. 

 

Pastor Raymond Miller + 

Calling Confirmation Students 
Confirmation at St. Peter’s is a two-year program for young people, normally entering the 

seventh grade or older. At this time, we are seeking to identify young people who would like to 
begin the program in October of this year. In the past, the confirmation class met two times per 
month, October through May, each session lasting about ninety minutes. Led by the pastor and 
one or two additional leaders, the class focuses on the Bible and Luther’s Small Catechism. If you 
are interested, please call the church office (215-822-9108). 



Upcoming Dates (mark your calendar)  

 Aug 29 – CPR/First Aid training 

Sep 4 –   Outdoor Service – last one of the season 

Sep 11 – “God’s Work Our Hands” Sunday 

Sep 17 – Wines on the Hill benefit for fire company 

Sep 19 – Council meeting – 7:00 pm 

Sep 24 -  St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church Oktoberfest 

Oct 2   -  Blessing of Animals (electronically) during Service 

Oct 9 -   CROP Hunger Walk – 1:00 pm – starting at St. Andrew’s Lutheran, Perkasie 

Oct  30 – Reformation Sunday 

Nov 6  -  All Saints Sunday 
 

Outdoor Service  
The next outdoor Service is Sunday, September 4. The Service will begin at 10:00 am and 

will be held in the pavilion. You may bring your own lawn chair or use one of the folding chairs 

provided by the church.  

This is the last outdoor Service for the summer.  If you haven’t attended one of the 
summer’s outdoor Services, why not come out for this one?  Love to see you there! 

 

Transplant request 
A member of our community is in need of a kidney transplant and is seeking a donor.  For 

more information, please contact the church office. 

Canned and dry goods needed for FISH 

The first Sunday of the month (September 4) is FISH Sunday at St. Peter’s.  Canned and 
dry goods donations may be placed in the marked receptacle under the mail boxes in the hallway. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Congregation President’s Report 
I do not have a formal report to submit but did want to write a brief note.  
I personally want to thank all who sent cards, sent their well wishes & the many prayers 

said on my behalf during my hospital stay & recovery from emergency surgery. I truly believe all 
these played a tremendous role in me getting an all-clear diagnosis & fairly speedy recovery.  

St. Peter’s has truly become and continues to show we are all family & look out for each 
other!  

Again, thank you to all!!!  
Rick Daubert 

Sunday School needs you! 
We would like to start Sunday school again in September. We have been looking at an 

online program that is very easy to navigate and offers many options on activities for the children 
such as worksheets, games, crafts, stories, and more.   

Sunday school will take place during the sermon and children will return to the sanctuary 
prior to communion.  

We NEED leader help. If we could get 6 teams of two adults, the workload would be split 
up nicely so that a team would lead Sunday school every 6 weeks. Please see Diane Gall or Lisa 
Bell if you are interested or have questions. Thank you! 

 
 
 



WIne Festival 
The Wines on the Hill Festival will be held at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church on Saturday, 

September 17 from 12pm – 6pm. This is a great community outreach opportunity.  
We need help covering the St. Peter’s booth. We will be selling drinks and we have hand-

outs to give to the festival attendees. If you are interested in helping, please sign up for one or 
more of the time slots posted on the bulletin board. We will also need someone committed to 
setting up prior to the start of the festival. Thank you. 

2022 Graduates 

Jordan Bell, daughter of Lou and Lisa Bell: 
 2022 graduate of Arcadia University with a major in Spanish and a minor in Art History.  
She has begun her career at Language Line. 
 
Peyton Fischer, daughter of Amanda and Scott Fischer: 
 2022 honors graduate of Bucknell University with a B.S. in Geology.  Peyton has begun 
her career with Weston Solutions. 
 
Madelyn Gerhart: granddaughter of Jerry and Joan Gerhart. 
 2022 graduate of Boyertown High School.  She will attend Ithaca College, majoring in Art 
History, and will be on the college gymnastics team. 
 
Natalie Gerhart: granddaughter of Jerry and Joan Gerhart 
 2022 graduate of Boyertown High School.  She will attend West Virginia University, 
majoring in Nutrition, and will participate in club gymnastics. 

Special Envelopes 
Supplemental envelopes for the Boiler Replacement Fund are in a wicker basket on the 

table in the Narthex. 
The boiler will be replaced this fall and it will cost thousands of dollars.  Your donation 

toward the expense of this unit will really be greatly appreciated. 

Worship 
Worship is available to those who wish to attend “in person” and for those who worship 

from home, Services will continue to be livestreamed on the St. Peter’s Facebook page on 

Sunday morning. Services are also available on the St. Peter’s YouTube page. 

The 10:00 am Sunday morning worship Service will continue through September. The fall 

schedule will be announced in a future newsletter.  

Offering envelopes may be placed in the plate located in the narthex, mailed to the church 

office, or submitted electronically. 

We invite you to join us in worship either by livestream or “in person.” Our top priority has 

been and continues to be the safety of our members and all others who enter our building.  

          Pastor Raymond Miller . 

Blessing of the Animals 

Don’t forget to get your pictures together for the Blessing of the Animals. 
Pictures can be forwarded electronically to Juli Smith at murraydc@verizon.net. Include 

the name of the animal(s). Thumb drives can be given to Judy Smith—put in an envelope with 
your name and name of animal(s). 

If you have a picture to be scanned, please put the picture in an envelope with your name 
and name of animal in picture and give to Judy Smith or put in her box.  The picture will be 
returned to you. If you have questions you can call Judy at 215-313-6728. 

mailto:murraydc@verizon.net


Thanks for Backpack donations 
 Thanks to all for the backpack donations listed below! 
7 Notebook paper packs  10 folders   3 tab dividers 
4 Composition notebooks  8 pencil cases  8 colored pencil packs 
9 glue stick packs   2 Elmer’s glue  6 pencil top eraser packs 
5 large eraser packs  7 pencil sharpeners  3 Scotch tape 
5 rulers    1 crayon pack  1 marker pack 
6 permanent marker packs  3 hand sanitizers  5 backpacks 
7 binders    9 highlighter packs  13 pencil packs 
5 index card packs   7 packs of pens  13 Post-in packs 
15 spiral notebooks   18 packs of scissors 

Hilltown Historical Society Fall Festival & Open House 
 Saturday, September 17 – from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM – the annual Festival and Open 
House of the Hilltown Historical Society will be held. Located on the grounds of the 1800s 
Strassburger Homestead (across from the Keystone Diner), the day features food, book, artisan 
and antique vendors, a Long Rifle demonstration, farm animals, and a bake sale. This year a 
continuous showing of the creation of Lake Nockamixon will be held.  Enjoy a couple hours of 
local history. 

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church Oktoberfest 
 St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church (20 Dill Avenue, Perkasie) is holding their Oktoberfest on 
Saturday, September 24.   

The festival features food, entertainment, games, craft vendors, raffle baskets, yard sale, 
baked goods.  

Free Will Brewing Co will be there and Blooming Glen Pork & Catering will offer delicious 
pulled pork. The food ticket sale proceeds will benefit local non-profits (Food ticket - $20/adult: 
$10/child).  

Prayer Blankets Needed 
The Pastoral Care Department at Doylestown Hospital frequently gives away prayer 

blankets to needy patients, particularly near the end of their lives.  They hear many stories of 
appreciation from both patients and their families, as well as from staff, relating what a precious 
gift these blankets have been.  During the height of the COVID challenge, prayer blankets added 
much needed comfort when family members and clergy could not be present with a sick patient.  
The Pastoral Care Department now find themselves in need of more of the prayer blankets. This 
is a valuable ministry. 

They found that the size that works best for bed-bound patients is approximately 4.5 by 2.5 
feet, knitted or crocheted, of bright or comforting colors, put in a bag labeled “Pastoral Care 
Department” and dropped off at the Main Lobby front desk at Doylestown Hospital.   

Thank you kindly for your help with this need.  

 
Concert on the Hill 

On Saturday July 30, from 2PM -7PM, 
Bill Gottshall and his band played a concert in 
the pavilion. The band played music from many 
genres and eras.  

About 100 people appeared throughout 
the day and helped increase the boiler fund for 
the church. 

Thank you to all who attended. 
 



 Congregational Staff 
 

• Rev. Raymond Miller, Sr. Pastor              215-822-9108 
         stpeterslc@comcast.net 

  

• Sue Fellman Jacob, Parish Administrator             215-822-9108 
stpeterslc@comcast.net 

 

• Norman Geist, Organist   

• Bill Gottshall,  Worship Ensemble    

 
 

St. Peter’s Congregational Council 
  

 

Rick Daubert, President (term ends: December 2023) 2nd Term 

 

Diane Gall, Vice-President (term ends: December 2023) 2nd Term 
 
Scott Fischer, Secretary (term ends: December 2022) 1st Term 
 

 Ken Shanks, Church Financial Officer 
   

Lisa Bell (term ends: December 2024) 1st Term 
  
 Patti Dowse (term ends: December 2022) 2nd Term 
 
 Joan Gerhart (term ends: December 2022) 2nd Term  

 
Karin Rebnegger (term ends: December 2024) 1st Term 
 
Judy Smith (term ends: December 2024) 1st Term 
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PRAYER  CONCERNS 
    As of August 21, 2022 
                                                (* - new addition)  

 

 

God’s Protection and Safety: 

On all who drive buses, trains & planes. For all the service men & women 
especially: 

         Petty Officer Second Class Abigail Gall, US Coast Guard, daughter 
of Diane & Chris Gall 

         1st LT. Walker Gall, US Air Force, son of Diane & Chris Gall 

 

                             
God’s Healing: 
Parishioners:  *Marv Rohrs, Ethel Geist, June Bair, Rick Daubert, Sheryl 
Gladfelter, Reed Jerasa, Janet Owens, Don Jerasa, Kim Jerasa, Eleanor 
Peitzman, Jim Lynch, Sharon Senigo, Mary Ettore, Sandie Driscoll.  
 

 
God’s Healing: 
Friends and family: 
Caitlin(Cate) Fishman (relative of Lori Groves), Michael Mokrynchuk (husband of Miss Denise of 
BBLC), Jean Scull (Rev. June Bair’s future mother-in-law), Jane Hastings (friend of Deb 
Detweiler), Jim Trucksess (nephew of Donna Blackburn), Sue McPherson (friend of Donna 
Blackburn), Cheri McFarland (niece of John Snyder), Ann Sellers (Pastor Miller’s mother-in-
law),Collins Gibson (great niece of Pastor Miller), Bill Gottshall (St. Peter’s keyboard player), 
David Yarns (brother of Tammy Daubert), Kay Moyer (friend of Hope Garrett), Danni Tyrrel 
(great-niece of Kim Jerasa), Terri Lewis (cousin of Lori Lewis), Terri Jewett-Larkin (sister of Patti 
Dowse), Sutton family (friends of Donna Blackburn), Aidan Drakeley (Carol Barringer’s 
grandson), Derek (grandson of Joan Johnson), Beverly Goheen (sister of Maureen Simpkins), 
Mary Clarke (friend of John Snyder), George Yarns (father of Tammy Daubert), Pat Daubert 
(sister of Rick Daubert). 

 

  
God’s Comfort & Peace: 
For our homebound members: Ted Fickert (Dock Woods), Joe Haenn (Lutheran Community at 
Telford), Esther Saylor and Tillie Murray (Hidden Meadows on the Ridge); and Julie Detweiler 
(at home in Weatherly). 
 
  
God’s Grace for the Family & Friends who mourn the death of:   
Bill Detweiler, Rich Rotelle (Deb Detweiler’s brother-in-law), +Robert (Bob) Snider, Wasley 
Smakula (Julie Detweiler’s brother), Dona Powell (sister of Diane Seward), Betty Gromer, Violette 
P. Gottshall (mother of Bill Gottshall), Stephen Poust, +Jean Gugger. 
[+indicates a member of St. Peter’s. Names will stay on the printed list for 1 year]  



 

 

 

September 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
       
      

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

1 

 

2 

 

 

3 
 

4 

10 am Outdoor 
Worship Service  
 

 

5 
 
 
 
 

6 

 
 

 

7 
 
 
 
 

8 

 
BBLC returns 
 
 

9  
 
BBLC returns 

 

10 
 

11 
10 am Worship 
Service  
 

12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13 
 
  

14 
 
 
 

 

15  
   Festival setup 
Newsletter input 
due 

 

16 
   Festival setup 
 

17 
Wine Festival 

18  

10 am Worship 
Service  

 

 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
7pm – Council 
mtg 

 

 
 

20 
 
 

21 
 

 

22 
 
Newsletter mailed 
 

23 24 
Church parking 
lot in use 

25 
10 am Worship 
Service  

 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

 

 

 

 
 



Monthly Assisting Ministers Calendar – September 2022 
 

Date Time Usher(s) Acolyte  Crucifer 
Scripture/ 

Prayer  
Server 

Altar Guild  
Counters 

Sep 4 
Outdoors 

10:00 am P Hardy L Lombardo N Driscoll K Shanks 

K Shanks  D & S Texter J Johnson &  
C Davenport 

Sep 11 10:00 am J & J Gerhart D Gall N Driscoll J Snider 
P Tackett R Bixler &  

L Lombardo 
P Dowse &  
N Driscoll 

Sep 18 10:00 am D & S Texter P Dowse Lisa Bell Lou Bell 
 

S Fischer 
K Park & 
L Ertel 

J Smith &  
R Bixler 

Sep 25 10:00 am 
S & E 

Rebnegger 
L Groves S Butterwick P Abaza 

P Tackett P Dowse &  
E Rebnegger 

 
D & S Texter 

Oct 2 10:00 am P Hardy D Seward J Seward T Daubert 
K Shanks P Abaza &  

D Detweiler 
J Johnson &  
C Davenport 

      
   

 
 

PLEASE NOTE:   

• If you are unable to participate on your scheduled Sunday, please call one of the other individuals on the list and  
 arrange to switch dates. 

• Please send an email to (stpeterslc@comcast.net) or call the Church Office, Monday through Thursday (215-822-9108) 
to advise of the change before Wednesday of the Sunday scheduled. 
 

mailto:stpeterslc@comcast.net

